
   July 5, 2006 
 

Village Board Minutes 
 
Present: Mayor Block, Treasurer Hockett, Trustees Jones, Hall,  

     Wyant, and Miller. 
Absent: Village Clerk Ward, Trustees Trimble and McGarigle 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Block at 7:05 p.m.  
 
Resident Jeff Wyant attended tonight’s meeting and voiced interest in the vacant Village 
Trustee position. The board unanimously approved the addition of Mr. Wyant as Village 
Trustee and he was subsequently administered the oath of office.  
 
Trustee Jones presented the minutes from the June 7th meeting. Trustee Hall made a 
motion to accept the minutes. Miller seconded. Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Treasurer Hockett presented the bills for approval. Hall made a motion to approve the 
bills. Miller seconded. Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Treasurer Hockett presented the financial report for approval. Hall made a motion to 
approve. Wyant seconded. Motion carried 4-0.  
 
Trustee Miller raised concern regarding the continuing absences of Village Clerk Ward. 
No explanation was provided for tonight’s absence. Mayor Block will contact Village 
Clerk Ward to address the concerns of the board and seek her appearance at the next 
village board meeting. 
 
Mayor Block reported that he has contacted Kristen Wright, Village Auditor, and the 
2005 audit remains incomplete. According to the auditor former treasurer Ward has yet to 
hand in the necessary bills and bank statements required to complete this audit. The board 
has agreed to give former Treasurer Ward until August 1st to relinquish these statements 
or the board will be forced to seek direction from the State’s Attorney office. 
 
The board discussed this evening’s edition of the News Gazette featuring a story 
regarding the complaints of residents as to the increase in the Village’s water rates. The 
board noted discrepancies in the article such as the fact that numerous town hall meetings 
had been conducted over the past five years giving every resident a chance for input into 
the decision on how best to secure a safe and continuous supply of water for all residents. 
Not one of the residents cited in the article attended any one of those meetings nor are 
they present at tonight’s meeting. In addition, it was noted that had the board followed 
the plan to repair the village’s current water system the difference in price to do that as 
oppose to securing a water supply through the Embarrass Area Water District would have 
been approximately $125,000 and that future repairs would still be inevitable causing 
further price increases to customers. It was also noted that the majority of comments to 
village trustees since securing the new water supply have been positive.  



 
Committee Reports 
 
Water: Trustee Hall reported work on the water tower is still slated to be conducted in 
mid-July. It was reported to the board that 2 residents have only partially paid their water 
bills for last month. It was the decision of the board that partial payments will not be 
accepted. Each resident will be required to pay their bill in full to avoid having their 
water shut off. Trustee Hall informed the board that Bill Painter, current meter reader for 
the village will be moving outside of the village at the end of the month. Mike 
McGarigle, village resident, has reported an interest in this position. A motion was made 
by Trustee Miller to hire Mr. McGarigle as village meter reader. Hall seconded. Motion 
carried 4-0.  
 
Streets/Alleys: No report due to Trustee McGarigle’s absence. 
  
Parks: Trustee Miller reported the tornado slide at the park will need to be sandblasted 
and painted and this work is beyond the ability of current residents performing village 
clean up. Trustee Jones to work to secure a party interested in performing this task for the 
village.  
 
Ordinances: Trustee Miller reported compliance with 3 residents in removing vehicles 
from their properties that were in violation of village ordinances. Trustee Miller read a 
report of residents currently in violation of village vehicle and property ordinances. These 
individuals will be issued letters of violation. It was reported by Mayor Block that the 
village won the case brought by resident Eric Stanfield regarding the removal of his 
abandoned vehicle. Trustee Miller has spoken with the County Sheriff’s office and a 
deputy will be supplied for future vehicle removals for those who remain in violation of 
village vehicle ordinances.  
 
Drainage: Mayor Block appointed Trustee Wyant chair of this committee. 
 
New Business: Trustee Hall reported his desire to see a gas/convenience store business 
locate within the village. He has made a call of interest to the headquarters of Casey’s 
General Stores in Iowa but received no return call. He has also contacted Don Happ of 
Homer, owner of a Marathon station to gage his interest. The board discussed possible 
incentives for such a business such as priming gas pumps at village expense to attract 
such an enterprise. Trustee Hall will continue to work on luring such a business to the 
village with the support of the village board.  
 
Trustee Miller reported concerns as to the remaining railroad rails left in the ground 
following clean up of the abandoned railroad this past spring. He will contact railroad 
personnel regarding this issue and seek input as to how the village may go about 
purchasing this abandoned property.  
 
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:55pm. 
 



 
Respectfully submitted by Village Trustee Jones. 
 


